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Alther: Swiss Families from the Toggenburg and Werdenberg

I.
Swiss Families from the Toggenburg and Werdenberg at Home
and Abroad:
A Genealogical Sketch
by Ernest W. Alther, St. Gallen, Switzerland
Introduction
During past centuries the moving due to marriage of Toggenburg and
Werdenberg families within the region or across borders to neighboring
countries can often be observed. Lichtensteig, Wil, and the town of St. Gallen
were drawing points for commerce and business for the people of the
Toggenburg, and moving across the Swiss border is documented already in the
sixteenth century from and to Werdenberg and Appenzell, as shown by moves
of families such as Alther, Gantenbein, Giezendanner, and Steiner. They were
leaving not only for other European countries but also for overseas, especially
to regions that became part of the United States. This study focuses on
families migrating from the Toggenburg and Werdenberg. Their movements
started from today's New Toggenburg (Neutoggenburg) to the upper part of
the Toggenburg valley as well as towards St. Gallen, then to the Palatinate, the
Netherlands, and to North America.
It began with the ancestors of the family Giezendanner which originated
from Wattwil. George (called Wald-Jory), lived already about 1565 on the
farm "Wald" near the Laubergaden which today does not exist anymore.
Besides the alliances of the three branches Giezendanner-Forster 00 1612,
Giezendanner-Stump 00 1624 and Giezendanner-Tobler 00 1626, three other
descendants of Wald-Jory go back to Wattwil and Kappel. They will not be
dealt with here since they show no emigration in direct lines. The descendants
of George Giezendanner (called Wald-Jory) represent since 1563 twelve
generations in Switzerland, since 1729 eleven in the United States, and since
1758 eight generations in the Netherlands.
This type of genealogical research that spans countries and reaches across
oceans, is most labor-intensive. Such genealogical filiations, furthermore,
need to be shown by tables or charts which editors are hesitant to print.
Therefore only three charts are included here that feature more than a dozen
generations and nine branches. In each section every alliance is marked with
the year and place of the marriage(~.
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Moving and Emigration ofGiezendanners from Wattwil over Switzerland, to the Netherlands and the USA
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The Giezendanner Families
This family came from the farm Giezendan in Neutoggenburg and was
located on the right side of the river Thur in Schmidberg above the village of
Wattwil. From there the family Giezendanner spread all over the Thurtal. Part
of the farm of Wald-Jory was also situated within the borders of Wattwil on
the left side of the river Thur. The Giezendanner-Forster branch had settled in
1612 in Lichtensteig. From there in 1637 one line led to St. Gallen by one of
the daughters of that marriage. The branch of the Giezendanner-Stump 00 1624
will be described separately (see Chart No l, second column).
The Giezendanner-Tobler branch 00 1626 leads in the second generation to
two lines. The one of the family Giezendanner-Riidlinger ool 707 came to Alt
St. Johann. By marriage of daughters, this branch moved also towards St.
Gallen. The line of the family Giezendanner-Schweizer 001690 split into
further lines. From the alliance Giezendanner-Baumann 00 1726 stem the
Giesendanners in the Netherlands, which will be described below.
The family of the alliance Giezendanner-Anderegg oo 1726 remained in the
village of Wattwil and split after another two generations. By one of the
daughters, one line led to the alliance Wlispi-Giezendanner 001838 again to St.
Gallen. The alliance Giezendanner-Hoffmann 001868, stemming from the same
branch, began in 1831 in Indianapolis, after the widow Giezendanner-Mettler
emigrated with her children to the United States which will be dealt with
below.
The Giezendanner-Baumann Branch in Holland
This branch was founded by Valentine Giezendanner-Must ool 758, son of
Hans Giezendanner-Baumann oo 1726, who lived from 1730 to 1773, and
married Elsie Must in Holland (see Chart No 1). This unknown fact was
discovered by the efforts of Johann (Joop) Wilhelmus Giesendanner-Meijn 00
1971 , whose branch is found in the ninth column, Chart No 1.
The family Giezendanner-Must had nine children. They are found in the
registers of the Netherlands by the name Giesendanner. The family
Giesendanner-Kerkhellen had three sons. But two of these lines died out after
three and four generations respectively. Only the line of Christian
Giesendanner-Maas 00 1815 is still in existence.
The Giezendanner-Mettler Branch in Indianapolis
From the alliance Giezendanner-Anderegg oo l 726 stems Hans Martin
Giezendanner-Friedrich oo 1785. He originally settled as a baker in Furton the
Neckar River, from 1770 onwards then at Ennet-Brugg in the community of
Wattwil (see Chart l, column 8). His son Johannes, .who lived from 1788 to
1849 in Ennet-Brugg, apprenticed as a sugar baker and took over his father's
bakery after the latter's death. From the first marriage Giezendanner-Nlif
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1814 came Anna Barbara who was not yet of age when her mother died. In
1838 Anna Barbara married Josua Wiispi in Lichtensteig, a fitter and kitchen
stove manufacturer, thus founding the third branch of the St. Gallen lines.
From the second marriage of Johannes diezendanner with Anna Mettler
00 1831 two daughters and one son were born. One daughter married in the
Canton of Zurich. After the death of her husband in 1849, the widow decided
to sell the house and bakery in Ennet-Brugg and to emigrate with the younger
daughter and her son to Indiana. The son Wilhelm (William) Giezendanner,
who lived from 1843-1925, established himself as a baker in Indianapolis in
1868 and successfully operated a modem enterprise. He was a honored
member of the Meridian Lodge and of the Order of the Odd Fellows. He built
the Wm. Giezendanner Building, situated on Senate and Indiana Avenues and
Vermont Street of Indianapolis.
In 1868 Wilhelm Giezendanner married Margaretha Hoffmann. Besides
the daughter Myrthe Lucila, five sons were born to this union between 1868
and 1898 whose names were John George, Harry F., Walter B., Williams Jr,
and Charles. In the following generations 31 descendants were born.

00

The Giezendanner (Getzendanner)-Stump Branch
David Cramer Getzendanner, born in 1926 in Davenport, Iowa, did
everything possible to discover his ancestors' background and origin. I owe
him and his wife Betty much gratitude for their extensive research in the
United States, in Germany's Palatinate, and in Switzerland. Their work made
it possible to find the link to the Giezendanners in the Toggenburg.
Seven generations back from today, David found his ancestor Christian
Giezendanner, later Getzendanner, who had been married in 1723 in
lggelheim (Klein Schifferstadt, Palatinate). Six years later Christian left with
his family Klein-Schifferstadt and emigrated via Rotterdam to Philadelphia
where he arrived on September 11, 1729. The Iggelheim register of marriages
shows only that Christian was the son of Jakob Giezendanner, a Swiss. But at
that time the link with the Giezendanner in the Toggenburg could not be
established. In 1979, David Getzendanner summarized the results of his
research in a book entitled A History of the Swiss Family Giezendanner and of
Christian Getzendanner and His Descendants.
In order to find the origin of the father of Christian Getzendanner in
Switzerland, strong collaboration between the American researchers on the
Getzendanner, Getzen-Danner, Getzen and Danner and those in the
Toggenburg was necessary. Jakob Wickli, the founder of the Toggenburger
Genealogienwerk and in 1988 winner of a prize of the St. Gallische
Kulturstiftung, found the connection of Jakob Giezendanner-Forster 00 1658 of
Wattwil with Christian Giezendanner-Brunner 00 1723. He discovered that
Christian's father Jakob had been baptised in Wattwil on August 5, 1659 as
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the son of Jakob Giezendanner and Barbara Forster. Christian married Anna
Ottilia Riester in the Palatinate and died there in 1694 (see Chart No 1,
column 2). His origin is the farm "im Walde" or "dem Waldt", and he was a
grandson of Heinrich Giezendanner (1592-1652) from Wattwil and Anna
Stump, who were married in 1624. They in tum were descendants of the
Wald-Jory Giezendanner.
David Cramer Getzendanner researched the generations that followed
from the alliance Christian Getzendanner-Brunner. He found that Christian
and his family moved from Philadelphia with his in-laws, the Brunners, to the
region of Monacacy in Maryland and helped develop Frederick County.
Through 1979, the family grew over 6 generations to more than 800 members.
Only the descendants of Christian Getzendanner's son Thomas, who had
married Amelia Stokes in 1791 , were missing in the published genealogy.
As long as he lived in Maryland, Thomas wrote his last name as
Getzendanner the same as his parents. Moving to South Carolina, members of
his family started to change the name, first by separating it in 1789 into
Getzen-Danner. After the death of Thomas and his wife in 1844/48 several
family members and branches started to call themselves simply Danner. One
has to keep in mind that this branch lived completely separate from that in
Frederick and was surrounded by British and Scottish immigrants. A name
change was therefore to be expected. Finally the name was further changed
from Danner to "Getson" in a branch which had settled in Texas (see Chart
No. 1, column 2, 3 and 4). The elder Getson-Carr 001888 had lived in
Arkansas; his son "John Getzen-Danner," the story goes, "when a very young
lad, became embroiled in some fracas which caused him to leave Texas in
great haste never to return, and this brought about the changing of his name to
Jack Getson".
In 1993 David Getzendanner wrote a second volume titled Thomas
Getzendanner of Maryland and South Carolina . It includes the story of this
successful farmer and his extended family Getson and Danner in Alabama,
Arkansas, Mississippi, Oregon, Tennessee, and Texas. This publication adds
600 family members to the 800 individuals listed in the first volume, all of
whom are descended from Thomas Getzendanner. The author and his wife
Betty have travelled through all of the above mentioned States in search of
these immigrants from the Toggenburg. They have also added much new
material to the genealogy of the Giezendanner/Getzendanner. In July 1997
over two hundred people came to the 265 th Anniversary of the Getzendanner
Family in Frederick, all descendants of those few Giezendanner individuals
who from 1729 on helped build up the Monacacy area which is today's
Frederick County of Maryland. At a workshop of this Swiss Family Picnic the
continuation of genealogical research about the Giezendanners was the main
topic of discussion. A third volume that describes the Australian branch of the
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Giezendanners from the Toggenburg is the result of a research trip of David
and Betty Getzendanner to that continent in 1999 and has recently been
published.
The Move of the Family ,4°misegger-Klauser from the Toggenburg and from
Werdenberg to the United States between 1851 and 1857
The search for this branch of the Amisegger family was difficult. The
family name may derive from settlers at the Amisegg at 926 altitude west of
the Chiiseren and the Stofel in the community of St. Peterzell in the
Toggenburg. The branch goes back to Josef Amisegger of Hemberg who in
1728 married Cleophea Hoffstetter, born 1705 in St. Peterzell. Cleophea,
baptized on June 11, 1705, was a daughter of Jacob, farmer on the Halden, and
Elizabeth Frey, born 1675 in St. Peterzell. Ulrich, the son born of this
marriage, was baptized June 28, 1729 and in April 1756 married Chrischona
Klauser, the daughter of Joachim and Sabina Speich from the Hintere Laad in
Nesslau, in Hemberg. In 1756 Ulrich settled with his wife in Biirzlen and
between 1758 and 1775 was farming in Lutenwil and Dicken on Klauser' s
land which Chrischona had inherited. Salome Amisegger was born there and
baptized Dezember 3, 1769 in Nesslau.
Salome Amisegger was not yet twenty years old when she left her home
for Grabs to help in the household of the widower Andreas Gantenbein who
since 1758 farmed in the mountainous region of Grabs. In 1785 he lost his
wife Barbara Zogg, who then was 52, after 27 years of marriage. Salome
married Andreas in 1790. From this union was born Ulrich Gantenbein who
lived from 1794 to 1881. On October 30, 1817 he married the 16 years old
Margreth Rohrer from Buchs, who bore him eleven children, five daughters
and six sons. Beside his business of making wooden shoes he had a small store
in the town of Werdenberg. The oldest two sons Ulrich, born 1819, and
Niklaus, born 1822, stayed in Grabs. Yet Johannes, born 1824, Heinrich, born
1826, Andreas, born 1828 and Rudolf, born 1830, as well as Margaretha, born
1820 and Salome, born 1832 emigrated in 1851 to the United States. After the
death of the mother Margreth Rohrer in 1857, Ulrich Gantenbein took also his
three youngest daughters to the United States. The above given data explain
how Salome Amisegger became the mother of this branch of the family. In
1862 her son Ulrich returned alone to Grabs where he continued his business
of making wooden shoes. On December 18, 1881 he died at age 87 in
Werdenberg.
One of the two sons who had stayed behind in Grabs was Ulrich ( 18191877) who became a teacher in the village Ebnat in the Toggenburg. Until
1870 he also was employed as a recorder. First he lived in Mettlen, later in
Howard above Kappel. Anna Eggenberger, daughter of the teacher Albrecht in
Grabs, whom he married in 1840, bore Ulrich eight daughters and two sons.
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Yet after two generations this line died out (see Chart 2, column 2). Ulrich's
brother Niklaus (1822-1903) became a farmer in Grabserberg. In 1850 he
married Anna Hilti. After six generations 26 descendants are still living today
in Grabs and surroundings. But only this line leads to the twentieth century.
Niklaus' great-great-grandson Hans Gantenbein married Rosmarie Schlegel in
1959. In 1996 the couple visited seven families in California, Washington and
Oregon, all relatives of the great-great-great-grandfather Ulrich Gantenbein
(1794-1881).
Of the emigrating family members Margaretha, born 1820, married the
shoemaker Jacob Spillmann from Hedingen, Zurich, in 1850. In the fall of
1851 this young couple also followed the brothers to Philadelphia. In 1870
Margaretha's talented son Thomas helped his uncle Rudolf Gantenbein to
build up a 160 acre farm in Sandy, Oregon. In 1881, Thomas went to Calvin
College in Cleveland and became a pastor. Salome Gantenbein, born 1832, in
1854 married Nik.Jaus Leuthold (1812-1879) who was a baker in Krummenau.
They had two children, but in 1867 the marriage ended in divorce. After the
death of the daughter, Salome emigrated in 1869 to the United States. She
died in 1911 at age 79. Her two sisters Anna, born 1834 and Barbara, born
1835, outlived her. The youngest daughter Magdalena, born 1840 in
Werdenberg, married the farmer McGugin of Bulbrun in Oregon. She was
known in Clackamas County as a very helpful person, had a fine handwriting,
and kept in contact with relatives in Europe and America. At age 87, she was
honored as a poineer of Sandy, Oregon and became "Queen Mother" of the
pioneer club, which had been started in 1926, and she was featured in the
Sunday Oregonian on August 6, 1927.
The Gantenbein in the State of Washington
For a long time it was not clear where the Gantenbein branch of Pasco,
Washington, originated. But in 1986 letters were found in Neunforn,
Switzerland, from a Magdalena McGugin-Gantenbein, dating from 1911,
which helped to solve the question. Heinrich Gantenbein ( 1826-1911 ), called
Henry Sr., son of the union Gantenbein-Rohrer 1807, was the founder of this
line. He was a carpenter and married in 1849 Anna Barbara Hartmann from
Trogen. She was a seamstress and lived from 1822 to 1905. After the early
death of their first son in 1851, the couple emigrated that same year to
Philadelphia and from there to Stockbridge, Wisconsin. Between 1853 and
1859, four more sons were born. Henry was a hard worker and an
accomplished farmer. In 1883 he sold his farm for good money and moved to
Ainsworth, Washington, where he died in 1911. The son Johann, named John
(1853-1936), was a shoemaker and farmer in Kelso, Washington. His line died
out in 1908. The son Rudolf (1857-1935), a farmer in Ainsworth and Pasco,
died childless. Henry Jr., born 1856, continued that Washington line by the
00
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Descendants of Andreas Gantenbein and Salome Amisegger oo 1790
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alliances Gantenbein-Poe 00 1877, Gantenbein-Lee 00 1902, Gantenbein-Wells
001934, to Gantenbein-Thompson 00 1965.
This branch shows today six generations with 23 descendants. Henry Sr.,
all his sons, and especially Edith Mildred Gantenbein, born 1913, the
grandchild of Henry Jr., have kept in contact with their relatives in Sandy,
Oregon, and with a family that returned to Switzerland. Adolf Gantenbein, the
youngest son of Henry Sr. and Anna Barbara Gantenbein-Hartmann, was born
in Stockbridge Wisconsin, on August 19, 1859.
A Return to Switzerland
It must have been very hard for Henry Gantenbein Sr., when his wife,
Anna Barbara Hartmann, left him in the summer of 1861 to go back to
Switzerland. She not only expected their sixth child, but also took her twoyear old son Adolf with her. Back in Grabs at the Citizen's Home she gave
birth to a daughter, Anna Hagar Gantenbein, who died on January 2, 1862.
Anna Hartmann then left Grabs with her son Adolf and settled in Tobel,
Appenzell Ausser-Rhoden, and started working as a seamstress again. Adolf,
who lived from 1859 to 1935 as a small farmer in Wienacht-Tobel in
Appenzell Ausser-Rhoden, became a silk weaver and married in 1883 Bertha
Rohner. In 1878 began his correspondence with his family in the State of
Washington that lasted until 1936. Between 1883 and 1906 Bertha bore him
ten children. Over the last three generations, this Swiss branch counts 29
descendants. Their son Henry Gantenbein-Weber 001927, born in 1897,
received greetings for his 100th birthday, which he celebrated in Neunfom
Thurgau, on October 1, 1997 from his grand-niece Edith Mildred McCaslinGantenbein (see Chart No. 2, column 4 and 5) and from his cousins of the 3rd
and 4th generation living in Washington. On October 1, 2000 he celebrated his
103 rd birthday.
The Gantenbein of Oregon
We tum now back to the other three sons of the couple GantenbeinRohrer 00 1817, who all emigrated from 1851 to 1855 via Philadelphia to
Oregon. Johannes, named John in the United States, born 1824, made wooden
shoes like his father Ulrich. Then Johannes trained in Basel, Switzerland at the
Basel Mission School to become a preacher and minister and was ordained on
July 3, 1851. He then emigrated via Bremen, Germany, to New York and from
1851 to 1865 served as a pastor in Philadelphia, Salem, Pottsville,
Kreidersville, and Baltimore. He then studied medicine and received his
medical degree in 1868. In 1874 he decided to become a missionary in
Oregon. He started churches in Astoria, Oakpoint, Sandy, Dalles, and Oregon
City and founded and chaired the Portland-Oregon-San Francisco Classis. In
1884 he was elected missionary superintendent of the Pacific Coast.
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In 1853 he had married Mary Schwiilble in Philadelphia, who together
with her mother hailed from Marbach, Germany. They had six daughters and
three sons (see Chart No. 2, columns 2 and 3). All their children were
educated at the prestigious school of Kornthal and at the King Karl
Gymnasium, both in Stuttgart, or at the College de France in Paris. Over four
generations this family had to date 33 descendants by four daughters and two
married sons. Some of them served in the US Army or Navy and were active
in the Allied invasion of Africa and Normandy during the Second World War.
Calvin Ursinus Gantenbein-Watson 00 1899, studied law at the University
of Oregon in Portland. From 1892 to 1899 he pursued a military career and in
the Spanish-American War served as Brigadier General in the Philippines.
Back in Portland he practiced law, became in 1903 Dean of the Faculty of
Law of the University of Oregon, and in 1908 a judge in the circuit court of
that State. In 1914 he founded the North Western School of Law. Of his three
sons, James W. Gantenbein received a Carnegie Fellowship to study at the
University of Cambridge in Great Britain. After completion of his Ph.D. he
joined the US Diplomatic Corps and served in Milan, Italy, Santo Domingo,
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and in Quito, Ecuador. Calvin Edward GantenbeinBrown 00 1972 practices medicine in Portland, Oregon. John Flint GantenbeinPauling oo 1941, a lawyer, served as president of the North Western School of
Law founded by his father.
Here the story of one of the Gantenbein fathers-in-law shall be told. It
concerns Henry L. Pittock (1835-1919), one of the great Portland
industrialists. He came in his youth from Deal in Kent County, Great Britain,
to Pittsburg where he became a printer at age 18. In newly founded Portland,
Oregon a Thomas Jefferson Drayer founded the weekly The Oregonian, the
first newspaper of Portland and its vicinity. Drayer was also active in politics.
He was a presidential elector and in 1860 voted for Abraham Lincoln to
become president of the United States. In 1856 Drayer went into politics and
at age 25 his collaborator Henry L. Pittock, printer and editor-in-chief, became
owner of the The Oregonian, only seven years after hisjourney by oxen wagon
from Pittsburg to Portland. He was very active as newspaper editor and also
became an industrialist. He invested in the wood industry and in enterprises
such as the Metropolitan Railway Company. Ten years before his death he
began to build the Pittock Residence on the Imperial Heights of Portland
where he spent the last five years of his life after a most successful career. In
1860 he had married Georgina Martin Burton from Iowa, and they had six
children. The fourth child, Louise Pittock, married John Edward Gantenbein
(see Chart No 2, column 3).
John Edward Gantenbein-Pittock 001908 was educated at Franklin and
Marshall College, became a successful printer, and took over from his fatherin-law The Oregonian, by then a daily and a leading newspaper on the Pacific
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coast. He later became its editor and owner. His son Robert Peter Gantenbein
(1914-1984) graduated from the University of Cambridge, England. In the
Second World War he served as a sergeant on the Aleutian Islands. Before the
war he had started as production manager and later became editor of The
Oregonian. In 1964 he sold the Pittock Residence, his place of birth, to the
City of Portland as a museum.
Andreas Gantenbein-Greim, born 1828, emigrated in 1855 to
Philadelphia. He married in 1858 and between 1857 and 1864 had three
daughters and two sons. This is all the information available about this family
at this time. Anderes (Andrew) was farming somewhere in the West.
The youngest grandson of Salome Amisegger was Rudolf Gantenbein,
born 1830 in Werdenberg. He was the first one of the nine children of Ulrich
Gantenbein-Rohrer 00 1817, who emigrated to the United States (see Chart No,
2, column 2). It was Elois Gantenbein who lived from 1915 to 1992 (see Chart
2, column 4), the daughter of Gustav AdolfGantenbein-Heberlein oo 1907) and
granddaughter of this Rudolf Gantenbein-Lohrer oo 1873, who from the 1930s
on organized many of the annual Gantenbein picnics. Later these Gantenbeins
met with the cousins and descendants of Carl Gottlob Pfander, an immigrant
from Germany. In 1877 he married in Portland Barbara Elise Lohrer, born
1850, a sister of Anna Lohrer from Bischofszell, Switzerland, the second wife
of the above mentioned Rudolf Gantenbein. The notes of Elois Gantenbein
were most important for my research when I visited Portland for the first time
in 1956. She, her brother Robert Sr. named Bob, and her nephew Robert Jr.,
were the ones who informed me about the Gantenbein families living on the
Mississippi, of whom I then had no knowledge. It was my letter to Walter
Gantenbein of Osceola, written in 1980, which his widow passed on to her
nephews Robert and Richard Garber, sons of Hazel Gantenbein, that led to the
genealogy of the Gantenbeins on the Mississippi River to be dealth with
below.
Rudolf Gantenbein, born 1831, was the first of the family to leave the
village Werdenberg within the township of Grabs to emigrate to the United
States. From Philadelphia he encouraged his brothers and sisters to do the
same. He was married twice, but all of his ten children came from the second
marriage with Anna Lohrer, which took place in Philadelphia in 1873. They
were married by his brother, the pastor John Gantenbein.
Rudolf was very industrious and always open for something new, which
later was advantageous for him as a craftsman and farmer. In 1851 he made
wooden tubs and buckets as well as handles for shovels and axes in
Pennsylvania. Over the years he built up a business that included the
manufacturing of windows and doors. When he went for the first time to
Oregon in 1872, he started a farm with a barn for 40 cows, 2 oxen, 6 horses,
ponies, pigs, poultry and turkeys. It became a model farm. He also built a two
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story house for his family, a sawmill in Sandy, and a road to neighbouring
Cherryville. Rudolf was the first one in the region to own a combine for grain
and a milking machine. He also constructed a fruit- and food-mill driven by
steam and had running water in his house and stables. But in 1894, with debts
derived from two economic depressions, the farm had to be auctioned off.
Rudolf died in 1896 and his wife with ten children had to find a new
livelihood. Over four generations this Gantenbein branch had grown by 1977
to more than 150 descendants.
The Gantenbeins on the Mississippi
This branch of Gantenbein families from Werdenberg and Grabs
emigrated between 1853 and 1877 to Dubuque, Iowa, on the Mississippi. They
are all found on Chart No. 3, columns 3 to 9. It was Walter Gantenbein, a
professional fisherman in
Osceola, Wisconsin, on the St.
Croix River, who in the
seventies coincidentally had
contacted Robert Gantenbein
Jr. of the Oregon branch,
although they were not at all
related and never before had
been in touch. Further research
led back to the Mississippi
River, especially Dubuque,
Iowa, and back to Prescott and
Racine in Wisconsin. Two sons
of a Hazel Gantenbein, who
was married to William Earl
Garber in Diamond Bluff,
Robert and Richard Garber, did
Walter Gantenbein holding Carp
find me in Switzerland, but
they did not know how they
descended from people of
Grabs, Switzerland. In 1889 I was helped by Carol Gantenbein of Bettendorf
and Rebecca Sue Haugo Gantenbein oflowa City. Both ladies had researched
their respective families independently from each other. I thank them both for
the valuable information they have passed on to me. But the connection to
their origin in Grabs had yet to be found.
The number of emigrating families from Grabs, Switzerland to Dubuque,
Iowa was larger than originally anticipated. The immigration from Europe to
this part of the Mississippi River started in 1788. It was a Frenchman, Julien
Dubuque, who together with nine other Frenchmen received permission from
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the native American Indian inhabitants to mine lead at the place of today's
Dubuque. After Julien's death in 1810 mining ceased. In 1833 the lands west
of the Mississippi were claimed by the United States and the indigenous
peoples expelled and replaced by Europeans. In 1841 there were about a
thousand people in Dubuque. Schools and churches were built. On December
27, 1841, when the State of Iowa was established, Dubuque was one of the
largest cities of the state. In 1847 the immigration from Europe began,
especially from Germany and later also from Switzerland. The registers of
Dubuque show that in 1844 a Johannes Gantenbein with wife and a child, born
during the Atlantic crossing, settled in Dubuque which by 1850 had grown to
over three thousand people. It has not yet been possible to find Johannes
Gantenbein's roots in the Werdenberg district.
The emigration from Grabs started with the family of Mathaus
Gantenbein-Gantenbein. Mathaus was born in
1808 in Grabs. His wife was Katharina
Gantenbein, was also born in Grabs in the year
1816. This couple was married there on
November 11, 1834 and lived on the farm Salen.
Between 1835 and 1851 Katharina gave birth to
six children. The youngest died just two days
after birth. In March 1853 the parents left Grabs
with four of their five children and registered
them the same year in Dubuque: Christian, born
1835, Ulrich born 1838, Anna, born 1842 and
Johann, born 1845. The daughter Katharina
Katharina Gantenbein
stayed back in Grabs and married Ulrich
(1813-1892)
Eggenberger in 1871. This couple followed
Katharina's parents to Dubuque in 1876.
In her work completed in December 1988 in Iowa City, Rebecca Sue
Haugo Gantenbein mentions this couple Gantenbein-Gantenbein which had
married in 1834 in Grabs, but listed children with altogether other names.
These, however, belong to another couple Gantenbein-Gantenbein that had
married in Grabs in 1835. Rebecca further stated: "Mathias and Josephine
Gantenbein and family arrived in the United States in April 1871 according to
Mathias' naturalisation papers. That was a good 18 years after his father,
mother and siblings had left Switzerland in 1853".
Independent ofRebeccas' work, Carol Gantenbein of Bettendorf made the
same error in her account since neither of them had the original registers of
Grabs available. Therefore the individual descendances of the alliances
Gantenbein-Engler 1864 and Gantenbein-Rohrer 1858, and GantenbeinDrutchman ca. 1878 have to be corrected (see Chart No. 3, column 5 to 8).
00

00

00

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol37/iss2/2

14

Alther: Swiss Families from the Toggenburg and Werdenberg

2001]

Swiss Families from the Toggenburg and Werdenberg

17

It is rare indeed that marriages of two couples within a year from each
other (1834 and 1835 respectively) have the same family names and the same
first names, in this case Mathiius Gantenbein and Katharina Gantenbein. Only
the exact location of the name of the farms within the community where the
four individuals had been born allowed the correct determination of the
descendance of the two different Mathias (also Mathiius or Matthiius)
Gantenbeins and the two Katharina Gantenbeins. Therefore in Chart No. 3 the
names of the farms within the township of Grabs, where the couples lived
after their marriages, are accurately identifed. In answer to the question
whether related persons (cousins) of distant relations still live in Switzerland
today, I added to chart No. 3 two further lines of descendance existing in
Switzerland today (see column l and 2), (individuals stemming from the same
couple Gantenbein-Vetsch, who married in 1738). The two couples
Gantenbein-Gantenbein are easely mixed up, yet are clearly different in dates
of birth and marriage.
Mathiius Gantenbein, born 1808, and Katharina Gantenbein, born 1813,
were brother and sister of the parents of Christian Gantenbein (1776-1856)
who married Anna Eggenberger (1788-1863) in 1806, living at Salen,
Grabserberg.
Contrary to the supposition of Rebecca Haugo Gantenbein, this
comparison shows that there were two different couples which might easily be
mistaken for one another and thus lead to wrong descendances. It has to be
added that the couple Gantenbein-Gantenbein 001835 never lived in Dubuque.
Matthiius (Matheus) Gantenbein, son ofMatthiius (Aschen Debus) Gantenbein
and Ursula Zogg, was a farmer at Schluss-Grabserberg, born March 6, 1813
and died in Grabs February 6, 1866. Katharina Gantenbein, daughter of
Christian (Salen Christeli) Gantenbein and Anna Eggenberger, was born
December 11, 1813 and married in Grabs June 16, 1835; then the couple lived
"auf Breite, am Berg". Between 1835 and 1857, Katharina gave birth to
eleven children, five daughters and six sons, of whom the last two girls and
the youngest boy were born in Grabs between 1853 and 1857. It is not
possible, therefore, that father, mother, and siblings had left Switzerland in
1853. Only their sons Christian, born 1835, Matthiius, born 1836, and
Andreas, born 1842, became emigrants. Christian Gantenbein-Rohrer 001858,
emigrated in the year 1866 together with his mother Katharina (born 1813, she
died 1892 in Dubuque), and Mathiius Gantenbein-Engler, who emigrated in
1871 from Grabs to Dubuque. From these two couples stem Carol Gantenbein,
the genealogist, born 1940; Dr. Rex Earl Gantenbein, born 1950; the brother
Frank Gantenbein, born 1951, husband of Rebecca Sue Haugo, born 1953, the
other genealogist. To both genealogists my sincere thanks for their
cooperation. Their research work on Gantenbein lines and branches living at
present in the United States is of outrnost value.
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Another problem was Andreas Gantenbein-Drutchman, whose marriage
took place in 1878 (or earlier) in Iowa. It could be solved only by consulting
the Swiss Registers in Grabs. Andreas was born September 26, and baptized at
the church of Grabs October 2, 1842. He emigrated in 1866 to Dubuque,
together with his brother Matthaus, born 1836, who was married in Grabs,
March 1, 1864 to Maria Josefa (Josephina) Engler (see as well Chart No. 3,
column 5 to 8). It is not possible here to explore the fate of all of the more than
two hundred descendants of the two Gantenbein-Gantenbein couples who
married in 1834 and in 1835. Just a few details will be given about the parents
Gantenbein-Engler 00 1864, who came to Dubuque in 1871 with their six
children born in Grabs. Dubuque had at that time already 18,200 inhabitants.
Through 1884 the family had six additional children, all born in Dubuque,
who during the next generation grew to 32 grandchildren. In 1871, Mathew
started as a milkman, his brother Christian, born 1835, became a shoemaker,
and Johannes (John), born 1845, worked as plasterer.
Mathew who died in 1920 was economically successful. He was able to
provide an adequate education for all of his children and further descendants.
One of his great-grand-children, Rex Gantenbein, born 1950, studied
informatics at Iowa State University, earned his doctorate in 1986, and now is
professor of computer science at the University of Wyoming in Laramie. It is
also noteworthy that some of Mathews' decendants found their way back to
Switzerland and took up farming in Schuls and Samedan in the Engadin.
Also of interest is the changing of the first name Matthias to Dave, since
in the dialect of Grabs Mathew is called Debus or Debes which is also noted
in the ecclesiastical and civil registers. In English speaking Dubuque, Debes
or Debus changed easily to Dave, David or Davis, causing difficulties to
genealogists in search of a Mathew or Mathias (Matthias). This happened with
Davis Gantenbein-Randall 00 1886, who was baptised Mathias (Debus), but
registered in Diamond Bluff as David (see Chart No. 3, column 3). We will
come back to this indivual in the next section.

The Gantenbein Fishing and Trapping Company
One descendant from the couple Matthiius Gantenbein-Gantenbein ( 1834)
of Salen-Grabs, shall be featured. As stated above, this family had emigrated
from Grabs to Dubuque in March 1853. Their son Ulrich, born May 5,
baptized May 6, 1838 in Grabs, was 15 years old when he arrived in Dubuque.
From the start, fishing on the Mississippi seemed to be his passion and he did
indeed become a successful commercial fisherman. Three years after the
family's immigration, Magdalena Gadient from Graubiinden, Switzerland, a
widow with children and relatives, arrived in Dubuque. She had left Mastrils,
Graubiinden on April I 0, 1856 with her children Catharina, Kaspar, Johannes,
Rosa, and Dorothea, and she was assisted by her son-in-law Johann Steiner
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who was married to her daughter Margareth, the parents of three boys named
Andreas, Kaspar, and Johann.
The widow Magdalena, born December 26, 1806, hailed from Schiers in
the Prattigau and had married on November 29, 1829 the juryman Andreas
Gadient from Mastrils. On
January 2, 1844, one day before
his 40th birthday, Andreas
unexpectedly died. At that time
six of their eight children were
still alive. Twelve years later
Magdalena decided at age 50 to
emigrate together with the
family of her son-in-law to the
United States. It was Dorothea
Gadient, born in Mastrils on
December 2, 1843, who on
Dorothea Gadient (seated); behind Dorothea, from
November 26, 1868 married left to right, her daughters: Cathrine, Lilian, Anne
Ulrich Gantenbein, the and Rose Gantenbein
fisherman in Dubuque. She
became the ancestor of the
"dynasty of Gantenbein-fishermen" on the Mississippi River. But also the
brothers of Dorothea, Caspar and Johann Gadient, founded families. On
January 3, 1987, the newspaper The Red Wing Republican Eagle, founded in
1857, reported: "There are so many cousins on the Gadient side that the
parents of the newly born boy weren't quite sure ifhe was No. 37 or 39".
Dorothea Gantenbein had four daughters and four sons. In 1995 we
counted 38 descendants over four generations. From the second generation it
was Mathew, named Debes Gantenbein, born in Dubuque in 1863, who fished
commercially. Debes was known as Dave, and as Dave Gantenbein he died in
1960 in Red Wing. He had married Annette Randall in 1884, who gave birth
to four daughters and five sons between 1886 and 1902. After the competition
became too intense around Dubuque, Dave started fishing further north. He
moved up the river, first to New Albin in Iowa, then to Diamond Bluff,
northwest from Red Wing, Wisconsin. There he purchased 1500 acres with all
land-, water-, fishing- and hunting-rights. With the building of the ChicagoNorthern-Burlington Railroad and with requests from Jewish communities for
kosher fish meals, his business spread to the east coast of the United States.
The third generation kept up the fishing tradition. The sons were very
familiar with the water and the land of that area and named places
accordingly: Muscat Pond, Beaver Cut, Coon Lake, Mink Ridge, Goose Bay,
Willow Crossing, Fox Lake, Owl Cut, Rat House, Gantenbein Lake,
Woodduck Point, Ugly Slough, Hunters' Lake, Mars Point, etc. The Authority
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of Cartographing of the US Department of the Interior made the name
Gantenbein Lake official. On the hunting ground there were many waterbirds
and fur animals such as beaver, bisam rat, mink and otter. Fishing and
trapping provided for the people of Diamond Bluff a valuable income. Also a
hunting club known as Gantenbein Club or Goose Leg Club was organized.
Members who belonged to it were Lucius B. Ordway and his son Samuel
Ordway, the owners of the Minnesota Mining Company. They financed the
3M Company from 1905 to 1916 and were passionate members of the
Gantenbein Club.
This Gantenbein family enterprise
had started at Hunters Lake on the
Mississippi River where Mathew (Dave)
Gantenbein with his sons built their
house and other buildings. After Dave's
death in 1960 in Red Wing, his
granddaughter Annette Crocker Irvin
Gantenbein (1922-1989), daughter of
Victor and Rose Gantenbein-Schrupp,
took over the enterprise from 1965 to "The Shanty" - hunting lodge at
1988. She managed the last branch of Diamond Bluff, Wisconsin
the old business named D. Gantenbein
and Sons Duck Marsh in Diamond Bluff. Today the whole area, the so-called
Mero Complex, belongs to the Institute for Minnesota Archaeology which
gathers information about American Indian culture before its displacement by
the newcomers from further east and Europe. The marsh portion of the
complex belongs today to a group of businesspeople from the St. PaulMinneapolis area. The farm portion is owned by the Institute for Minnesota
Archeology which has undertaken several excavations of ancient American
Indian village sites to further the
knowledge about the history and
life of Native Americans of that
region.
It was in Diamond Bluff on
the river banks of the Mississippi
that Victor Gantenbein built his
large house above the river and
close to the railroad line. His
neighbour was Earl Garber who was
chief supervisor of the Burlington
Northern Railroad line. Victor's two
Gantenbein home at Diamond Bluff, daughters Mildred and Hazel
Wisconsin
Gantenbein eventually married the
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railroad official's sons named Lesley and William Earl Garber (see chart No.
3, columns 3 and 4). The family line from Hazel Gantenbein led over to her
sons Robert Garber-Brandecker and Richard Garber-Due 1951, then to her
grandson Chris Garber. By Chris' wife Kim Sagmoan and her mother of
Norwegian, British and German origin, the genealogy is ascending to families
of Grabs such as the Hilti, Zogg, and Gasenzer.
Three of the six sons of Dave Gantenbein stayed in the fishing business.
Frank Gantenbein-Rowcliffkept the fishing tradition alive in Michigan. Victor
Gantenbein (1896-1977) was also successful in fishing and trapping. Of
special interest is Walter Gantenbein who in his younger years had come from
the Mississippi River via Prescott to Osceola to pursue his own career on the
St. Croix River. Walter (named Walt) was born September 9, 1890. At that
time his father had already transferred his fishing business from Dubuque to
New Albin, Iowa. When Walter died on March 6, 1984 in Osceola, he could
look back to 17 years spent on the Mississippi and 63 years on the St. Croix
River. He had married Florence Ellen Sigmund in 1921 with whom he had two
daughters. He as well as his brothers could not have had a better teacher than
their father Mathew (named Dave) when together they built up their successful
business in Diamond Bluff. Walter learned the carpenter trade, built fishing
boats, and also became expert in fishing and trapping. During the First World
War he did duty as a sailor on the USS Calgoa in the Atlantic Ocean. After
active service in the US Navy, he returned to the Mississippi River.
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Left to right: Victor Gantenbein; Walter Gantenbein; Game Warden

Together with his father and his brother Victor, Walter started a shipping
business on the St. Croix River. With a houseboat and two barges they
explored during 1919 that river and built a hunting resort below Osceola. Walt
became a naturalist, learned to be a taxidermist, harvested fish, fur-bearing
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animals, water fowl, turtles, and mussels. The museums of the Twin Cities are
still displaying his tropheys. His recipies for preparing fish meals were
excellent and could not be improved. He became an expert also in this
endeavor, served as a leader of groups, and gave classes for people to be
trained in dealing with the river. General Joe McGaheran was one of his
guests and praised Walter for his good meals and expertise. "I had one of the
greatest guides in the States," the General declared, "the veteran Walt
Gantenbein, who knows every fish in the river by his or her first name".
Conclusion
This ends the summary about the moves of selected Toggenburg and
Werdenberg families in Europe and about their emigration from Switzerland
to the United States between 1658 and 1877. Not all who emigrated of the
families discussed above from those Swiss regions could be featured in this
study. The reasons for each of their migrations, furthermore, would have to be
studied separately and are part of the expansion of European peoples into
lands overseas.
The last picture in this paper shows how in the year 1620, long before
emigration from Europe started on a large scale, a well established farmer
lived on his farm not far from Giezendan in the Toggenburg. Returning home,
his wife offered the galloping horseman the welcome cup. The rider was
Debus Alther from Krummenau, his wife Anna Buhler, and the coats of arms
displayed were those of the two families. The top of the picture shows several
saddled horses with the leading horseman and his servant. Below the picture
the artist of this stained glass noted the rider's wish with these words: "The
great desire of my life is to have on my side a good horse and a fine wife.
When ever in need, I want to have plenty of gold in my purse. And at the end
of my life, I want to arrive in paradise." That was the outlook of a wealthy
farmer of 1620 then living in the Toggenburg. Of course, the horsemen and
the servant shown in that picture faced a way of life that was quite different
from that of their patron Debus.
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Third from left: Walter Gantenbein with Kay; next unknown; then Florence Gantenbein
with Gloria; seated Chester Gantenbein; behind Chester is Elsie Gantenbein
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Gantenbein holdings along Mississippi River where they hunted, trapped and fished. In the background is the Red
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol37/iss2/2
Wing dam.
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